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CITY OF SURPRISE
Tara Combs
City of Surprise Youth Leadership Commission  
Application Packet 2012/2013 
PURPOSE
:  Cultivate young leaders and increase civic engagement 
The Surprise Youth Leadership Commission is an outstanding opportunity to get the youth of the City of 
Surprise to participate in the governing process of his/her own community. Surprise City Council believes that 
the outreach of both the community to the youth and the youth to the community is the start of building our City 
toward the future. 
COMPOSITION:
  Membership shall include nine (9) twelfth grade students enrolled in public, private or 
charter schools, or participants in home schooling or other educational venues that equate to twelfth grade 
study levels.  All voting members shall be residents of the City of Surprise and remain so during their term of 
office. 
TERM OF APPOINTMENT
:  Members shall be appointed to a (1) one year term.  Term ends at the conclusion 
of the twelfth grade year. 
DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITITES
:    
•
Commission members will provide input in planning process (i.e., General Plan, Strategic Plan, Village 
Plan, Development of parks, programming, and services, etc.,) 
•
Attend Enrichment Sessions to research and apply to various scholarship opportunities 
•
Commission members will meet with state representatives and other regional leaders to discuss 
opportunities that will enhance the quality of life in Surprise and the West Valley 
•
Commission members will appoint a Chair and Vice Chair 
o
Must observe all City Council meeting rules 
o
Must dress appropriately 
o
Expected to be seated on the dais and participate in the meeting 
•
Commission members will attend and be recognized at various City functions and events 
•
Commission members will represent COS at regional events including West Valley Youth Summit, and 
Council events 
YOUTH LEADERSHIP COMMISSION MEMBERS CANNOT:
Make motions, or vote on any Ordinances, Resolutions, and Motions or attend “executive” sessions of 
Council 
MEETINGS:
Commission members will be expected to meet bi-monthly in Council Chambers 
Commission members will also meet at various times in the Mayor/Council office to discuss, develop and 
implement community initiatives and projects that will enhance the quality of life in Surprise  
Commission members will be placed on a rotating schedule to attend and participate in 2 City Council 
meetings and/or work sessions 
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You must be entering the 12th  grade to apply to this commission. 
III.
 What school do you attend?    ___________________________________ 
CITY OF SURPRISETeen Youth Leadership Commission Application
I.
If appointed, how much time are you able to devote to the City of Surprise Teen Youth  Leadership Commission? 
Hours per Week: _____________  
Hours per Month: ____________ 
This Commission typically requires approximately 2 hours every month.   
II.
How long have you lived in Surprise? 
_________Years     __________Months
Office Hours are:  Monday  - Thursday 7:00 am  - 6:00 pm
Please return to:Assistant to the Council/City Manager's Office
16000 N. Civic Center Plaza Surprise, AZ 85374 
nicole.neary@surpriseaz.gov   Phone: 623-222-1300        Fax: 623-222-1301
CITY OF SURPRISE  Youth Leadership Commission Questionnaire
As a Surprise  Youth Leadership Commission member you not only represent yourself, but you represent your school, your  family, and the City of Surprise.  As such, you must conduct yourself professionally.  Please read the following  statements, then sign and date this sheet.  Ask your parents to read and sign this form as well. Your signature is your  promise to uphold these standards of professionalism.   A Professional…  
STATEMENT OF PROFESSIONALISM 
1. Treats all respectfully.   2. Serves as a positive role model, both in and out of school.   3. Will not eat or drink, nor chew or snap gum in a professional environment  4. Maintains professional relationships with ALL.   
5. Turns off cell phones and does not carry any electronic equipment with them in the professional environment   6. Dresses appropriately:  
• neat, clean, and well groomed   • no bare midriffs   • no shorts, jeans, or jagged pants when representing the city   • no hats   • no open toe shoes  
7. Notifies staff, team members, and all other appropriate personal the same day of an absence. 
8. Provides proper courtesy notification when running late   
9. Will be on-time, and whenever possible 10 minutes early for every meeting, engagement, or event.   
10. Greets all professionals, and all that I meet with a hand shake and makes eye contact when introducing myself  and carrying a conversation   
11. Displays a genuine interests through the art of listening, as a good listener you display a higher capability to  communicate effectively and be a leader  
I solemnly swear to commit myself to the highest level of professional standards, understanding whom and what I  represent as a  Surprise Youth Leadership Commission  Member with the full understanding that failure to do so may  mean my elimination from the Commission. 
______________________________________________________ Date ______________  
(Signature)  
(Parent signature) 
__________________________________________________ Date_______________ 
and parent/guardian permission form and return to: 
Nicole Neary, Assistant to the Council/City Manager's Office 
16000 N. Civic Center Plaza 
Surprise, AZ 85374 
nicole.neary@surpriseaz.gov
Phone: 623-222-1300 
Fax: 623-222-1301
CITY OF SURPRISE 
Youth Leadership Commission  
PARENT/GUARDIAN CONSENT FORM
Permission Form:  
To be filled out be applicant’s parent(s) or legal guardian. 
I grant permission for my child, named above, to participate in the COMMUNITY & RECREATION SERVICES  
Youth 
Leadership Commission
AND RELATED ACTIVITIES. 
I/we hereby release and forever discharge the Mayor and Council of the City of  Surprise, Maricopa County, Arizona, a 
municipal corporation, and any and all other person, firms, or corporations who are or might be liable, from any and all 
claims of any kind or character, which I/we have or may have against it or them, including transportation to or from any 
portion of this program, an in that regard, I/we covenant to indemnify and hold harmless the foregoing from any loss or 
damages, including reasonable attorneys fees which maybe Incurred in the event of any such claims are asserted against 
them or any of them.  I/we additionally permit the free use of my child’s name and picture in broadcasts, newspapers, etc. 
Please Print Name:_______________________________________________________________________ 
Signature:________________________________________________________ Date: ________________   
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